
Greetings Legionaries, 

May was a busy month what 
with elections, dedications, a 
district meeting, flag retire-
ments and Memorial Day. 

It was a nice ceremony on May 
15th at Doolittle Park naming 
part of John Sims Parkway 
(from SR 85 to the Okaloosa-
Walton County line) as the 
Purple Heart Memorial 
Highway. 

Local Legion news: Our new 
District Commander is Verna 
Joyce from Post 382 Navarre. 

As a reminder, upcoming holi-
days are D-Day on June 6th 
and Flag Day on June 14th; so 
letõs fly the flag everyday! 

Our Post sponsored two stu-
dents from Eglin Elementary 
School to attend the òOdyssey 
of the Mindó State Champion-
ship. 

Odyssey of the Mind is an interna-
tional educational program that 
provides creative problem-solving 
opportunities for students from 
kindergarten through college. 

The team did very well finish-

ing ninth in the State in the 
3rd-5th grade level. 

A big thank-you goes out to 
Margaret Zdanowicz for redo-
ing our memorial wreaths and 
to Kay Wells for taking the 
initiative to get them done. 
They sure look great, ladies!! 

Our Karaoke team is taking a 
summer break and will be back 
in the fall. 

 
See you at the Post,  

Bill Ellison 
Commander 
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Auxiliary Corner  
Sorry, no input from Auxiliary. 
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AUXILIARY OFFICERS  

President Emerlena Maxile 319-2685  Historian Dawna Meredith 678-7636 

Vice Pres Kay Wells 582-0887  Sgt-At-Arms Ethel Knese 897-4591 

Secretary Carol Sorrendino 729-2272  

Members-at-Large 

to the Executive Committee:  

Judy Hall 

Treasurer Candice Tate 279-4374  Betty Aull 

Chaplain Bernice Brinson 897-2870  Wanda Dennis 

June's birthstone is the pearl 

meaning health and longevity.  
June has two alternate stones: 

Moonstone 
& 
Alexandrite. 

Roses, the 

June birth 
flower, come 

in a variety of hues, each with a 
different symbolic meaning: 
SRed: romantic love 

SPink: grace 
SDark Pink: gratitude 

SLight Pink: admiration  
SWhite: innocence, purity 

SYellow: platonic love 
SOrange: passion 

SBurgundy: beauty 
SBlue: mystery 

 
Eglin Elementary 
student Blayne 
Ignasiak presents 
Commander Ellison 
a thank you card & a 
basket of home 
made banana bread 
for the donation 
that Post 221 gave 
for travel expenses 
for the winners of 
òOdyssey of the 
Mindó. 
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Commander Bill Ellison 729-7044 

First Vice Jim Dennis 678-1750 

Second Vice Ken Tate 279-4374 

Third Vice Rick Nadeau 543-0785 

Adjutant Lenora Ellison 729-7044 

Finance Ben Meredith 678-7636 

Service Officer Nick Richards 564-8901 

Chaplain Joe Frenn 651-8721 

Sgt-At-Arms Charles McCarthy  

Judge Advocate Bruce Richmond 678-0121 

PAGE 2 

A H ISTORY  OF  F LAG  D AY  

During the American Revolution, the 

Continental Congress adopted a res-

olut ion stat ing that  "the flag of the 

United States be thirteen alternate 

stripes red and white" and that "the 

Union be thirteen stars, white in a 

blue field, representing a new Con-

stellation."  

The national flag, 

which became known 

as the "Stars and 

Stripes," was based 

on the "Grand Union" 

flag, a banner carried 

by the Continental 

Army in 1776 that 

also consisted of 13 

red and white stripes.  

According to legend, Philadelphia 

seamstress Betsy Ross designed the 

new canton for the Stars and Stripes, 

which consisted of a circle of 13 stars 

and a blue background, at the re-

quest of General George Washington.  

Historians have been unable to con-

clusively prove or disprove this leg-

end. 

With the entrance of new states into 

the United States after independ-

ence, new stripes 

and stars were add-

ed to represent new 

additions to the Un-

ion. 

During the bombardment of Fort 

McHenry on Sep 13, 1814, Francis 

Scott Key was inspired by the sight 

of the 15 Stars flag flying over the 

fort to write the song which became 

known as "The Star Spangled Ban-

ner", now our nation-

al anthem. The 15 

Star Flag is, itself, 

affectionately known 

by the same name.  

In 1818, however, Congress enacted 

a law stipulating that the 13 original 

stripes be restored and that only 

stars be added to represent new 

states. 

On June 14, 1877, the first Flag Day 

observance was held on the 100th 

anniversary of the adoption of the 

Stars and Stripes.  

As instructed by Congress, the US 

flag was flown from all public build-

ings across the country. In the years 

after the first Flag Day, several 

states continued to observe the anni-

versary, and in 1949 Congress offi-

cially designated June 14 as Flag 

Day, a national day of observance.  

13 STARS 

GRAND UNION 

15 STARS/15 STRIPES 

20 STARS 
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Commander Bill Ellison 729-7044 

First Vice Jim Dennis 678-1750 

Second Vice Ken Tate 279-4374 

Third Vice Al Poussart 678-5629 

Adjutant Lenora Ellison 729-7044 

Finance Ben Meredith 678-7636 

Service Officer Nick Richards 564-8901 

Chaplain Joe Frenn 651-8721 

Sgt-At-Arms Rick Nadeau 543-0785 

Judge Advocate Bruce Richmond 678-0121 
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The  Pelican  Brief 

No input from the Boy Scouts 

First and foremost, thanks to 
each of our volunteer bar-
tenders for keeping the 
drinks flowing, our faces 
glowing, and the membership 
growing.  They certainly are 
serving a diverse group of 
characters.  Remember to 
take care of them while they 
are taking care of you. 
Thanks to those patrons that 
have helped them with re-
stocking, trash removal, etc. 

Speaking of help, we hale the 
return of Carol to our bar-
tending staff.  She has picked 
up where she left off with her 
�´�V�Q�D�S-�I�L�U�H�µ���F�R�P�H�E�D�F�N�V���D�Q�G��
no-nonsense approach. 

A hardy farewell goes out to 
�&�D�Q�G�L�F�H���D�V���V�K�H���´�F�R�R�N�V�µ���K�H�U��

way through her new 
Publix job.  Congratu-
lations on the new position 
and thanks for devoting your 
time and talents to the 
lounge!  

Also talented are those folks 
winning our weekly bar trivia 
�F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�V���K�H�O�G���P�R�V�W���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�·�V��
at 2 PM.  Participate for $5 
and get a shot at winning half 
the pot.  Then stay a spell as 
I play a variety of tunes.  
Song requests are welcomed.  
Celebrate good times! 

Our Karaoke is on hiatus 
until September, so if anyone 
has any activity ideas, let me 
know. 

Continue to enjoy the $2 
Jameson Whiskey special that 

will run until further 
notice.  The word on 

the street is that a few 
�´�-�D�P�H�V�R�Q���6�Z�L�J�J�H�U�µ���V�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J�V��
have been reported on Mon-
day nights. 

Mondays starting at 6:15 PM

(ish), a few of us gather to 
play darts.  Participation has 
risen from barely having 
enough to averaging 8 play-
ers.  This is not a league so 
�I�H�H�O���I�U�H�H���W�R���M�R�L�Q���´�-�X�P�S���6�K�R�W�µ����
�´�5�D�M�X�Q���&�D�M�X�Q�µ�����´�(�D�J�O�H���(�\�H�µ����
�´�-�R�H�\���7�R�P�D�W�R�µ�����´�7�D�W�H�U�µ���D�Q�G��
the gang (other nicknames 
are being decided).  

�)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����,�·�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N��
those who supported me 
during the passing of my fa-
ther.  He is the one that in-

troduced me to the American 
Legion and passed on the 
tradition of supporting com-
rades in distress.  We have a 
great bunch of people that 
care! 

As always, we are open to 
new suggestions regarding 
�R�X�U���O�R�X�Q�J�H�������3�O�H�D�V�H���G�R�Q�·�W���K�H�V��
itate to address any concerns. 

In closing, remember that 
Post and Auxiliary business is 
not a subject to be discussed 
in the lounge area.  Please 
address those issues in ap-
propriate areas.  Thanks for 
your continued support! 

Ken Tate 
Bar Manager, Post 221 


